
Character-Michael 

          Michael is a main character in the book “Under the 

Hawthorn Tree” by Marita Conlon-McKenna. Michael is a 

nine year old boy, with his two sisters Eily and Peggy, on a 

desperate search for his grandaunt Nano and Lena in 

Castletaggart. Michael is the man of the family since his 

Dad and Mom are missing in a workhouse. 

Michael is reliable because in chapter 4 “On Their Own”, 

Mother told Michael was told not to let anyone in the 

house, even when Eily tried to open it because she thought it was Mother. 

          Michael was resourceful in the chapter “The Dogs”. When Peggy was 

attached by wild dogs, he grabbed a short thick stick from a tree and whacked 

the dog off Peggy’s arm. Michael was also resourceful in the chapter “Beside 

the Lake” because he made a fishing rod out of their food bag and a stick. 

          Michael was brave in the chapter “The Dogs” because when the wild 

skinny dog bit Peggy, Michael was brave to whack the dog repeatedly on the 

dog’s head until it died, when the dog could have easily attached him and left 

Peggy. When the dog died Michael sat on a wall and 

cried because he did not like killing animals so he 

was also brave to kill him even though he did not 

like killing them. 

         Michael is a clever character because in the 

chapter “On Their Own” Michael pretended that he 

was an old woman that had the fever when the two 

people came to the house. He told them that he 

was an old woman dying with the famine fever and 

told them to fetch a bucket of water for her, which soon scared them away. 

        Micheal can be a caring character too along with clever, reliable, brave 

and resourceful and that is why he is my favourite character. 
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